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Division News 
Ruth M. Ersted 


The new officers for the Division are Mary S. Wilkinson, President, and 
Mary Peacock Douglas, Vice-President. D. Genevieve Dixon and Margaret 
Alexander will continue as treasurer and secretary respectively. Marguerite 
Kirk and Jean Roos are the new Board members. 

A joint Board meeting will be held in Cleveland, September 16-17, to 
finish old business and make plans for the future. All committee chairmen 
and Nora Beust of the U. S. Office of Education, have been invited. Any 
suggestions that you may have to offer will be welcome. 


Division Membership 
Margaret Alexander 


School Library Section 

Children’s Library Association 
Young People’s Reading Round Table 
Division Total 


The fact that the Division Membership is greater than the combined 
totals is due to the fact that many administrators and others belong to the 
Division without identifying themselves with either-section. 


‘}Public Library Section: Children’s Library Association 
Lillian H. Smith 


The officers for 1943-44 are Harriet G. Long, Chairman; Frances Clarke 
ne#Sayers, Vice-Chairman; Marian Herr, Secretary, and Siddie Joe Johnson, 
ey iTreasurer. 

Thomas Fuller, when his party was on the road to ruin, wrote Good 
OriThoughts in Bad Times, and when it was rising from the ground he wrote 

Mixed Contemplations in Better Times. 
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The plan for the translation and distribution of children’s books overseas 
was my “Good thought” in times which certainly were not as bright for 
the world as they are today. And now when the world prospect is so en- 
couraging the time has come for me to send you my “Mixed contemplations” 
—mixed because while I am happy in the friendships this year of associa- 
tion with you has meant, there is always sadness in saying goodbye. 

My chief concern this year has been the Translation plan. It was finally 
decided that it might be worked out by a compact working committee com- 
posed of Mary Gould Davis, Clara Breed, Irene Smith, Ruth Giles, Chair- 
man of the Book Evaluation Committee; Elizabeth Gilman, Chairman of 
the Book Production Committee; Bertha Gunterman, Chairman of the 
Division International Committee, and myself. A great deal of exploratory 
work has been done particularly by the New York members of this com- 
mittee who are able to meet frequently and are also able to contact many} 
people who can be of immense service. We can report at this time that real 
progress has been made and we hope that in the coming year we shall have 
more to tell you. 

The prospects for the Children’s Library Association look very bright 
indeed for next year. The incoming executive will not be scrimped for 
funds, if they are needed, as Miss Wennerblad reports that the treasury 
held $861.55 as of June 1, 1943. Since there were no conference meetings 
to finance, most of this amount will be passed on intact to the new executive. 

When an A.L.A. Conference is held again it is going to be here in Toronto. 
I hope you will all come, and we can have our meeting then at the Boys} 
and Girls House over what the English call “a spot of tea.” I can’t tell you 
what a happy day that will be for me. 


Newbery and Caldecott Banquet 
Margaret K. McElderry 


On June 14, some 270 people gathered at the Hotel Roosevelt in New 
York to celebrate the awarding of the Newbery and Caldecott medals to 
Elizabeth Janet Gray for Adam of the Road and to Virginia Lee Burton 
for The Little House. It was a gala occasion with “all flags flying.” The 
tables were decorated with small flags of the United Nations, mounted on 
gay toy drums, which carried out the joint theme of United Nations Week 
and Flag Day. Although the audience was smaller than it has been in recent 
conference years, it was a distinguished one. Among the former Newbery 
and Caldecott Award winners present were Ruth Sawyer, Elizabeth 
Enright, Kate Seredy, James Daugherty, Robert McCloskey and Robert 
Lawson. Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen, eminent Norwegian story-teller, was 
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there, and many other artists and authors. The president of the A.L.A., 
Dr. Keyes Metcalf, came down from Boston, especially to give us his bless- 
ing. Other guests at the speaker’s table were Bertha Mahony Miller, Anne 
Carroll Moore, and Dr. Claude G. Leland, retiring Superintendent of the 
Bureau of Libraries in the New York City schools, who with Mr. Melcher 
inaugurated plans for the first Children’s Book Week twenty-five years 
ago. Most of the people present were children’s and school librarians from 
New York and vicinity. At the close of the evening everyone enjoyed sing- 
ing the old French and English folksongs with Mr. Melcher as leader. A 
side note to the dinner, but one which definitely added to the enjoyment 
of the guests, was the excellent filet mignon which the hotel management 
substituted at the last minute for chicken, unobtainable on the market that 
day. All who attended felt a great debt of gratitude to Mr. Melcher for 
making it possible to continue the tradition of the dinner at a time when so 
many cherished things must be given up for the duration. 

Note: Lillian Smith writes, “All credit for the success of the banquet goes to Mary 


Gould Davis and her local Committee who did all the work and who turned into our 
treasury a cheque for $60.00 which represented the proceeds over and above expenses. 


Report of the Book Production Committee, 1942-43 


Chairman, Elizabeth L. Gilman; Leone Garvey, Edith Newman, Doris S. Patee 


The work of this committee in the past year was in connection with 
traveling library commissions. Sixteen of them submitted reports. Books 
sent to the individual commissions varied in number from 27 to 436. Many 
states are now circulating their exhibits by mail, which slows up their 
schedules. All of the commissions were emphatic in their feeling that the 
exhibits are more than ever essential since they reach small towns whose 
residents, now unable to travel, have no other opportunity to examine the 
new books before buying them. The exhibits are publicized through the 
local papers and are well attended. The commissions report that books 
are exhibited at library conferences, at state teachers colleges, and at school 
and town libraries. State school supervisors refer to the exhibits when 
making up their lists of recommended books and the state library commis- 
sions use them for their own purchase lists and for those they compile for 
other libraries. Four of the sixteen commission reports were discouraging. 
Missouri, Nebraska and Colorado were not able to send out any exhibits 
at all because of curtailed transportation and reduced personnel. Indiana 
reported that though there were no district meetings, the books were dis- 
played at headquarters where they could be examined by visiting librarians. 
No reports were received from Virginia and Florida. 
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Public Library Section: Young People’s Reading Round Table 
Mary J]. Cain 


The Nominating Committee of the Young People’s Reading Round 
Table presents the following slate for election of officers for 1943-44. If 
no other names are presented immediately the secretary will be instructed 
to cast a unanimous vote for the committee report. 


ISABEL NICHOL, Chairman. 
FRANCES REDMAN SHIPMAN, Secretary-Treasurer. 


News from Eleanor Kidder 


Since it is no longer possible simply to offer young people a carefully 
selected group of books, young people’s librarians are exercising ingenuity 
in meeting the natural preoccupation of the ’teen age with the war and_ 
wartime living. 

Sarah Beard, of the Brooklyn Public Library, reports an interesting § 
contact with the Botanic Garden’s group of forty high school age garden- 
ers. Their instructor brought them to the library for a tour of the building 
where special emphasis was laid on the material to aid them with their gar- 
dening. This is an idea which even the smallest library can use. 

The young people’s room must reach out into the community. It is sig-: 
nificant that the president of the Brownsville Boys’ Club, numbering 400, 
came to the Young People’s Room to talk over the Negro problem. The boys 
of the group have an intelligent attitude toward the racial situation in their 
area and feel that the tension might result in a second Harlem affair. 

Contrary to the reports from many places, Brooklyn finds no decrease in 
use of timely books and pamphlets on occupations. All this material is 
shelved together, regardless of classification, with college and school cata- 
logs next to them. These are in constant use, not to satisfy school assign- 
ments, but to settle individual problems and to reach personal decisions. 
Guidance counselors in high schools were notified of the collection and have 
used not only it but the librarians’ help in book orders. Interest in the 
collection has continued through the summer. 

As always, Cleveland is a leader in the new type of work to meet and 
hold the interest of today’s young people. Jean Roos sends the following 
account of their activities at present. 

“In these uncertain days when delinquency is increasing with alarming 
speed young people’s librarians face a challenging task. Along with all 
youth-serving agencies, the Cleveland Public Library is extending its 
services to reach unaffiliated youth. 











“As a center for the Youth Victory Activities program, sponsored by the 
Civilian Defense Committee, recruiting for activities is part of the pro- 
gram as well as the organization of groups. Courses are being given in the 
library and many individuals are helped in their activities. Others are di- 
rected to agencies where the activity chosen is offered. 

“A series of radio listening groups is being held at Main Library and in 
some of the branch libraries. Any young people who happen to be in the 
library at the time of the news broadcast gather informally around the 
radio, listen to the news and talk it over. Books, magazines, and maps are 
at hand for quick reference. 

“Another approach to our young people has been the use of films. Se- 
lected documentary and educational films on the war effort, the home 
front, the production line, our allies, and the various training programs 
have been shown. Programs are usually planned with thirty minutes of 
film and the last half of the hour for discussion. 

“Interest is being stimulated to write to young people in other countries 
in co-operation with the World Friends’ Club sponsored by one of the 
Cleveland newspapers.” 

We again urge that all libraries, large or small, send us news of any 
activities which are particularly successful in reaching the busy young peo- 
ple of today. Share your ideas with others through this bulletin. We cannot 
ask each of you individually. We are especially anxious to have news of 
what small libraries are doing. 


School Libraries Section D papor 
Mary Peacock Douglas 


The officers for 1943-44 are Mary Peacosk Pouslas, Chairman; C. Irene 
Hayner, Vice-Chairman; Dorothy Smithy Secretary; Virginia McJenkin, 
Treasurer. Since our last issue, new A.L.A. officers have been elected and 
installed. We are proud and happy that Elizabeth Scripture, Supervisor of 
public school libraries in Denver, was elected to the A.L.A. Executive 
Board. Her understanding of library problems, especially as they relate to 
school libraries, will be helpful in presenting our needs to the Board and 
interpreting A.L.A. problems to our group. Althea Warren, President of 
the A.L.A., writes that Ruth Ersted, State Supervisor of School Libraries 
in Minnesota, has been appointed to the A.L.A. Nominating Committee. If 
you have recommendations for A.L.A. officers or councilors, Miss Ersted 
will be pleased to receive them and will present them to the Committee. 
The position of School Libraries Consultant in the Alabama State Depart- 
ment of Education has now been filled. Miss Fannie H. Schmitt, formerly 
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librarian at Tuscaloosa Senior High School in Alabama, has been appointed 
to the position. School librarians in Alabama will welcome Miss Schmitt’s 
help. Our School Libraries Section is following the suggestion of A.L.A. 
that all committees be “frozen” for this year. While we have not had definite 
replies from each chairman we anticipate no changes. The names of com- 
mittees and their chairmen were given in the School Libraries Newsletter 
for April, 1943. 

If you have not secured a copy of Postwar Standards for Public Libraries 
recently published by A.L.A. you will wish to get one, as many of the 
standards are related to school libraries. Your own committee on postwar 
planning for school libraries has completed the first draft of its report, 
which is now being revised. It is anticipated that the report will be pub- 
lished during the present school year. 

To be sure that you will not miss them, the following pamphlets pub- 
lished during the summer are called to your attention. 


Brown. Short cuts to information. H. W. Wilson, 1943. 25 cents. 


Additional copies 10 cents. 124 p. 

It lists and explains the outstanding informational aids for teachers, administra- 
tors and librarians, covering such topics as booklists, audio-visual aids, aids for 
teacher groups by subject, library skills and use, organizations that publish desir- 
able pamphlets and many other items. It is a “must” for librarians and teachers, too. 


Heller and Welch. Books for wartime courses in high schools. 


Ohio State University press, 1943. 25 cents. 25 p. 

An annotated list on foods and nutrition, the consumer in wartime, electricity and 
radio, learning to fly, getting located in the armed services or in essential work. 
Particularly useful for the small and average-sized school. 


National council of teachers of English. Victory corps reading list. 


Author, 1943. 10 cents. Ten or more copies 5 cents. 16 p. s 
A list of recent books on war issues, preparation for military service and activities 
on the home front, designed for the use of students. 


Be on the lookout for Four Freedoms and the Atlantic Charter, a similar 
list which will soon be published by the National Council of Teachers of 
English. The list was compiled for junior high school students, by Dorothy 
E. Smith, one of our members. It is partially financed by the School Li- 
braries Section. 

We are looking forward to a constructive year, even though the going 
may be slow, because we shall be concerned with the immediate objective 
of protecting the democracy which is basic in our republic. 


Council on Books in Wartime 


The Children’s Book Committee of the Council on Books in Wartime 
has announced two new annotated booklists for distribution. List No. 2, 
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Young America Helps, is concerned with books that show boys and girls 
how they can contribute to the war effort in such practical ways as garden- 
ing, homemaking, building and repairing, keeping fit, and the like. List 
No. 3, Follow the Flag, is composed of books that contribute to a better un- 
derstanding of the countries where American soldiers are now serving or 
fighting. These two lists, as well as List No. 1, The United Nations, issued 
in June, may be secured from the Council on Books in Wartime, 400 Madi- 
son Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. Single copies are free; 100 copies, $2.50; 
300 copies, $5.00 ; 500 copies, $7.00, etc. 

The Children’s Book Committee was organized by the Council in April, 
in recognition of the importance of children’s books in its program. The 
Committee is composed of Vernon Ives, Holiday House, Chairman; Lena 
Barksdale, Doubleday Doran Bookshops, New York; Marguerite Kirk, 
Board of Education Library, Newark; Doris Patee, The Macmillan Com- 
pany ; and Irene Smith, Brooklyn Public Library. In addition to the prepa- 
ration of the present booklists and those to be issued in the future, the Com- 
mittee is attempting to further the usefulness of children’s books in many 
channels. 

“We feel that this organization of librarians, booksellers, and publishers 
has an important obligation,” says Mr. Ives. “Through books our boys and 
girls can best be informed of the impact of the war at home and abroad. 
Far more importantly, they can be shown the enduring qualities of a 
freedom-loving democracy. They can be taught the need for tolerance and 
understanding throughout the world. They can be equipped with a knowl- 
edge of the lands and peoples that will be their neighbors in their postwar 
world. It is a very real challenge to all of us who write, publish, or dis- 
tribute the books of tomorrow’s citizens.” 


The Young Reader’s Choice Award, 1943 


Committee: Siri Andrews, Secretary 
Linda Hellyer Katherine Lund 
Hazel Holder Frances Morrison 


Eric Knight’s Lassie-Come-Home was voted the most popular of recent 
books by the boys and girls of the Pacific Northwest and has been given the 
Young Reader’s Choice Award for 1943 by the Children’s and School Li- 
brarians’ Sections of the Pacific Northwest Library Association. The offi- 
cial announcement of the Award was made in the Pacific Northwest Library 
Association Quarterly for July, 1943. 





Have You Discovered These? 


Ours to Keep, a list of books for children on the culture of man. Compiled by a committee 
of the children’s librarians, the New York Public Library, Frances Clarke Sayers, 
Chairman. Supplement to the Booklist, July 15, 1943. A. L. A. Single copy, 25 cents; 
10 copies, $1; 25 copies, $2; 50 copies, $3; 100 copies, $5. 


What to read about China, a list for boys and girls. Books selected and annotated by 
the New York Public Library. With a foreword and comments by Pearl S. Buck. 


The East and West Association, 40 East 49th Street, New York. April, 1943. 
Mimeographed, 10 cents. 


What to read about India, a list for boys and girls. Books selected and annotated by 
the New York Public Library. With a preface and comments by Pearl S. Buck. 


The East and West Association, 40 East 49th Street, New York. May, 1943. Mimeo- 
graphed 10 cents. 


Chiefly about Hugh Troy. In, Life in a Putty Knife Factory, by H. Allan Smith, Chapter 
5. Doubleday, 1943. 


Guapys ENnG.LisH, Editor 


Los Angeles Public Library 
Los Angeles, California 








